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SUPPLEMENT 
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Britains Miſtakes 
| IN THE 


Commencement and Conduct 
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PRESENT WAR. 


Man, who has no Regard for his Coun- 
try but that which is founded upon 


may view without Concern the Incon- 
veniencies and Dangers it may be expoſed to 
by Miſtakes in Publick Conduct, provided thoſe 
Dangers and Inconveniencies be ſuch as cannot im- 
mediately affect him in his Perſon or Property; 
but it is hardly poſſible for a Man who has a 
true, and what I may call a dilintereſted 
Regard for his Country, to look with Indiffe- 
rence at any Danger that may affe& our lateſt 
Poſterity, or the remoteſt Part of the Briti/fh 
Dominions z and therefore, if that Danger ariſes 

: A 2 FC 


oO . % - 
i, + 444; Is Cao 
* 1 
n . 1 
4 * , . TY" 
x \ * 


what he poſſeſſes in it or gets from it, 


(4) 
from any Miſtake in the Conduct of Publick 
Affairs, he will endeavour to remove the Danger, 
by ſhewing the Miſtate; for the fatal Conſe- 
quences of a wrong Step may often be avoided 
by an Alteration in out Conduct, and he that is 
once made ſenſible of his Error may juſtly be 
faid to be in the high Road to Amendment. 
With this View, and with this View only, 
I lately endeayoured to ſhew the Mytakes we had 
been guilty of in the Commencement and Con- 
du of the preſent War. I did not find 
fault with Men; ] found fault with Mea- 
ſures; and accordingly, I avoided, as much 
as poſſible, every thing that might look like a 
Perſonal Reflection. I know that Men are falli- 
dle, even Miniſters are fallible and 
therefore upon Repentance and Amendment, 1 ſhall 
always, for my own Share, be ready to forgive, 
as far as may be conſiſtent with that Juſtice 
which is due to my Country. I then put 
the Afiſtakes we had been guilty of in ſo clear a 
Light, that the only Anfwer I expected was an 
Amendment : I am ſure it would have been 
the beſt; but inſtead thereof, I. find ſome 
Arguments have been made uſe of, for juſtifying 
every Step of our late Conduct, and for ſhewing 
chat it was impoſſible| for us to do more, or other- 
wife than we have done. | 
When I talk of Arguments, I hope none of 
my Readers will ſuppoſe, I mean the little Quirks, 
Quibbles, and unfair Quotations, that have been 
made uſe of by the Polite Writers in the Gazet- 
teer ; for however ſmoothly their Periods may be 
turned, however quaint their little Witticiſms 
may be, I muſt declare, I never met with any 
thing like aa Argument in any of thoſe Papers. 
They are generally either all Froth, or ſo mon- 
| | ſtrouſly 
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ſtrouſly ſtupid, that it is impoſſible to keep one's 
Eyes open to the End of the ſecond Paragraph; 
but Froth it ſelf will be eagerly licked up by 
thoſe who are ſure of finding Gold at the Bottom; 
and the moſt ſtupid Dunce will be diligently liſt- 
ned to by thoſe that expect to be well paid for 
their Attention. 

The Arguments, I mean, are ſuch as have 
been made uſe of by Gentlemen, who have, per- 
haps, ſome Share in the Miſtałes we have com- 
mitted ; and as their making uſe of thoſe Argu- 
ments is a Proof of their not being yet ſenſible 
of their Error, the ſame Motives, that induced me 
to take Notice of their Miſtakes, render it ne- 
ceſſary for me to give them a Reply; which I 
do with the more Alacrity, becauſe I am convin- 
ced their Ears are open to Reaſon, let it come 
from whom it will. 

To Gentlemen, who are guided by their Ho- 
nour, Truth is more weighty than Gold, and ſhines 
far brighter than Silver; but the Eyes of merce- 
nary Tools are dazled at a Shilling, and a Guinea 
outweighs the cleareſt Demonſtration. Such 
Men I ſhall not pretend to convince, becauſe J 
have nothing to give; but whatever Share ſome 
of them may have in juſtifying, I hope no one 
of them has any Share in adviſing or conducting 
our Publick Meaſures ;- therefore I continue to 
write, and therefore, I hope, that what I write, 
may be of ſome Service to my Country; for if 
I thought that a ſelfiſh, mercenary, and Kknaviſh 
Spirit had got Poſſeſſion of thoſe that adviſe and 
conduct, as much as of thoſe that endeavour, by 
their Writings, to juſtify, I ſhould lay aſide my 
Per as uſeleſs: It would be high time to 
take up another Weapon. 


Aſter 


465 
Aſter this ſhort Introduction, I muſt obſerve, 


that in the Pampblet which J lately publiſhed, I 
took Notice that in the Year 1733. the Reaſon 


given for our not engaging in the War then 


commenced by France, Spain, and Sardinia, a- 
gainſt the Emperor, was, becauſe it would have 
been of the moſt perniciaus Conſequence to our 
Trade, to have engaged in War whilſt the Dutch 


remained at Peace. This is, I find, notwith- 


ſtanding what I there faid againſt it, ſtill inſiſted 
on as a good Excuſe for our Inactivity at that 
time; and therefore I ſhall now farther obſerve, 
that the Dutch were then, perhaps, a little in- 
fected with a groundleſs Jealouſy of the over- 
grown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria. We know 
it has been long a Maxim at ſeveral Electoral 
Courts of the Empire, rather to join with France, 
than allow the Houſe of mo to get too large 
an Acceſſion of Power: we know that this Max- 
im has, more than once, brought the Empire 
almoſt to the Brink of Deſtruction; and the 
Dutch were, perhaps, at that time a little too much 
under the Influence of this Electoral Jealouſy ; but 
furely this was a Maxim that never could have 
any Weight at the Court of Great Britain; tho” 
it muſt be confeſſed, that our Treaty of Hanover, 
and our Politics about that time, ſeemed in ſome 
Meaſure to be founded. upon fome ſuch Maxim 
as this. 7 3 
Another Reaſon for the Dutch not joining with 
the Emperor was, perhaps, the Reſentment they 
ſtill nouriſned in their Boſom againſt the Emperor, 
on Account of the Eaſt-India Company he had 
ſet up at Oftend; but we could have no Reſent- 
ment againſt him on that Account, becauſe we 
could not ſo much as alledge it was contrary to 
any Treaty he had made with us; and conſider- 
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ing that the French were then ſetting up an EAI. 
India Trade, I cannot think it was our Buſineſs 
to deſtroy the Oftend Company, becauſe it would 
have done more Harm to their Eaſt-India Trade 
than to ours. The beſt Thing we could have 
done to have cruſhed the Eaſt-India Trade both 
in France and Flanders, would have been, to 
have thrown our Eaſt-India Trade open, and 
fupported our Settlements in thoſe Parts, as in A. 
frica, at the Publick Expence , becauſe, in that 
Caſe, we ſhould have brought the Profits to be 
made by the Trade /o lot, that no new Company 
could have ſupported themſelves, or thought ic 
worth while to carry it on. odd. * 
Theſe were Reaſons that might, perhaps, at 
that time, prevent the Dutch joining with the 
Emperor, which did not at all affect us; and we 
had ſtrong Reaſons for joining the Emperor in 
that War, which did not at all, or very little, 
affect the Dutch, I mean the Pretenſions that 
had been ſet up, and the Incroachments that had 
been made by Spain in America, Spain had made 
no Incroachments upon the Dutch; ſhe had cut- 
ed them of none of their Rights or Poſſeſſems,; 
nor was there any Diſpute between Spain and them 
about Limits. And the Pretenſion lately ſet up 
by Spain, of ſearching all Ships in the American. 
Seas, and ſeizing thoſe Ships in which they find 
any Goods they are pleaſed to call contraband, 
could but very little affect the Dutch; becauſe 
they have little or no Trade in thoſe Seas, except 
a contraband Trade carried on from Curaſſca and 
Surinam with the Spaniſh Settlements in America; 
and their Ships employed in ibis Trade, as they 
cannot be reclaimed by their Government, are there- 
fore provided for defending tbemſelves againſt Spa- 
niſh Guarda Coſta's. But we, on the other _ 
ave 
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have a great, an open, and a fair Trade in the 
American Seas, and therefore we could not ſub- 
mit to the Pretenſion the Spaniards had ſet up: 
We had before then born with it too long.— And 
beſides, they had made great Incroachments upon 
us: They had even ſtript us of ſome of our Rights 
and Poſſeſſions ; and they had raiſed moſt ground- 
leſs * with us about Limits ;— therefore, 
let the Dutch do what they would, let the Con- 
ſequence to our Trade be what it would, we 
ought to have joined in that War, not only to ſave 
an ancient and uſeful Ally, but alſo to embrace that 
Opportunity of forcing Spain to do us Juſtice, which, 
we might then have foreſeen, we could never 
expect by fair Means, and without which our 
Trade could not ſubſiſt; and we had then ſome 
Complaints againſt France, which they are ren- 


dering every day more heavy, and for which like- 


wiſe, I believe, we ſhall never be able to obtain 
Redreſs or Satisfaction in à peaceable manner. 
The different Circumſtances therefore, that the 
Duich and we were under at that time, afforded 
a moſt unanſwerable Argument for our not al- 
lowing our ſelves to be any way directed by the 
Meaſures they might take; and the Danger which 
the Balance of Power was then in ought to 
have been a prevailing Argument with both of 
us to have joined the Emperor. Suppoſe the 


' Dutch were blind to their own Intereſt 


Suppoſe the Eyes of ſome of their leading Men 
were blinded by the Gold Duſt of France ; could 
that be an Argument for our ſhutting our Eyes 
becauſe they ſhut theirs ? Or did the Gold 
Duſt of France fly over both Countries ?————I 
am ſorry, I cannot ſay the Thing is impoſſible, 
II remember, it was ſaid in a Pampblet 
publiſhed this Winter againſt the Place Bill, that 
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in King William's time our Parliaments, or at 
leaft that Party in Parliament which appeared a- 
gainſt the Court, was under the Influence of French 
Gold; from whenee the Author wiſely and mo- 
deſtly concluded, that if our Parliaments are not 
corrupted by our own Miniſters, they will be cor- 
rupted 2 the French *. This I think impoſſible: | 
hey may be corrupted by our own Mini- , 

ſters, but I do not think they can be corrupted . 
immediately by the French; conſidering the natural N 
Averſion our People bear to France, and the Im- 
racticability of ſpreading French Gold among our 
lectors. The very Face of Louis le Grand 
upon a French Piſtole would have made an Eng- 
liſh Elector ſpurn the Bribe, tho' he would perhaps 
have been ready to have accepted of half the Sum 
in Engliſh Guineas, But I do not think it at 
all impoſſible, that an ZEnglih Prime Miniſter, 
when we have the Mi-fortune to have ſuch a nox- 
ious Animal amongſt us, may be under the Influence 
of French Gold; and if that Miniſter has, by means of 
Engliſh Poſts and Penſions, the Direction of a Majo- 
rity in both Houſes of Parliament, our Parliament as 
well as Minitry may then, to the Misfortune of the 
Nation, be ſaid to be under the Influence of French 
Gold, I am far from ſaying that there was a Suſ- 
Picion of this being our Caſe at the Commence- 
ment of the late War between France and the En- 
peror; but there was certainly a great deal of Mo- 
ney remitted about that Time from France to 
England ; for in the Months of Ofober, Novem- 
ber, and December 1733, the Exchange between 
Paris and London, to the Surprize of many Mer- 
chants upon Change, fell to 30 Pence Engliſb for 


See an Impartial Enquiry into the Reaſonableneſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of a Bill, &c. 
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the French Crown, which was near even per Cent. 
more in our Favour, or rather. leſs to our Difad- 
vantage, than it uſually is. | 
As thoſe Arguments that are drawn from the Eu- 
couragement of our Trade, or the Dangers it may 
be expoſed to, are always of great Weight, tho* not 
always well founded, I thought it neceſſary to take 
a little farther Notice of this Argument, which 
has been ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on, for juſtifying our 
Conduct in the Year 1733 and from what I have 
now added, I hope it will fully appear, that the 
Danger our Trade might have been expoſed to, by 
our engaging in War whilſt the Dutch remained at 
Peace, was no ſufficient Reaſon for our not aſſiſt- 
ing the Emperor at that time, and taking hold of 
that Opportunity, which was certainly @ better one 
than we have at preſent, for ſettling all our Diffe- 
rences with Spain. Peace is certainly better than 
War, eſpecially to a trading Nation; but our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances ſhew, that · War ſometimes be- 
comes neceſſary for the Support of Trade, and there- 
fore the W/1/dom of a Nation does not ſo much con- 
fiſt in preſerving Peace, as in chooſing the proper 
* Opportunity for engaging in Var; for if a Nation 
lets ſlip @ favourable Opportunity, it may probably 
be forced into a War at a very unfavourable Func- 
ture, Whether this is our Caſe, I ſhall leave the 
World to judge, and proceed to take notice of the 
moſt material Arguments I have heard inſiſted on, 
for juſtifying our Conduct ſince the Commencement 
of the War, which we are now Jingle and alone, 
engaged in, and like to continue ſo for ſome 
Years, unleſs we purſue it lb Vigour, or ſubmit 
to a diſhonourable and pernicious Peace. 

Notwithſtanding what I have faid, I find it ſtill 
inſiſted on, that if we attempt to take and hold any 
Part of the Spaniſb Dominions in America, both the 

Emperor 
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Emperor and the Dutch will join with France and 

Spain againſt us; and, in order to give Weight 
to this Argument, the Daily Advertiſer (who gives 
us from time to time Articles of News and abſurd 
Speculations, without any Regard to Truth or Rea- 
ſon, and in order only to juſtify ſome miniſterial 
, Meaſure, or ridiculous Argument in Politicks) has 
been, I ſuppoſe, inſtructed to extol highly our 
demoliſhing the Forts of Porto Bello, inſtead of 
keeping Poſſeſſion of the Place“; and to intimate, 
that it is pretended by the Court of France, that the 
Riches which come from Spaniſh America is the 
common Treaſure of all the European Nations, of 
which the King of Spain is, and has always been 
the Guardian; and that therefore it is the common 
Intereſt of Europe to prevent the Spaniards from be- 
ing drove out of the Poſſeſſion of any Part of theſe 
Dominions . But altho' this deep Politician gives 
an artful foreign Tang to his home-made News, I 
can give but little Credit to any of them, and much 
Jeſs to this Article than any of the reſt ; for what- 
ever he and his French Friends may pretend, and 
notwithſtanding the great Authority the Court of 
France has, by our Aſſiſtance, gained at the Courts 
of Vienna and the Hague, I cannot think that either 
of theſe Courts will be ſo blind to their own Intereſt, - 
as to join in a War for preventing our taking ſuch 
| Meaſures as are neceſſary for putting an effectual 
Stop to the Indignities, the Inſults, the Depreda- 
tions, and the Cruelties, which we have lately ſuf- 
fered from Spain; and that we cannot put an ef- 
fectual Stop to them, unleſs we ſecure our Trade 
in the American Seas, by taking and holding ſome 
of the Dominions in that Part of the World, which 


* See Daily Advertiſer, March 28. 
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are now in the Poſſeſſion of Spain, is what every 
Court in Europe, I am ſure 1 need not except our 
own, muſt be fully convinced of. Therefore J 
cannot think there is any Truth in this Argument; 
but if there were, I am fure it ought to be a pre- 
vailing Argument for enquiring into the Conduct of 
thoſe, who have brought the Affairs of Europe intq 
a Situation ſo unfortunate for this Kingdom, | 
Another Argument againſt our making any Con- 


es in America is, That it would be of pernicious 


onſequence to this Nation, to have Poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniſb Mines in America. We are told, 
that whilſt theſe Mines continue in the Poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniards, we ſhall always be able to draw from 
them moſt of the Gold and Silver they dig far, in 
exchange for the Manufactures we ſend them; which 
not only brings a great Deal of Riches into the Na- 
tion yearly, but ſupports a great Number of labori- 
eus People, and preſerves a Spirit of Induſtry 


amongſt us. Whereas, if we were in Poſſeſſion of 


thoſe Mines, Spain would take none of our Manu- 
ſactures, beeauſe they could have nothing to give 
us in Exchange ; and our being able to come at 
Riches at ſa caly a Rate, would deſtroy that Spirit 
of Induſtry which now prevails amongſt the Gene- 
rality of our People. From this way of reaſon- 
ing one would think that the Induſtry of a Nation 
depended upon iis being poor, whereas it is certain, 
that it depends upon the Frame of the Government, 
and the Education of the People. In a Country 
where the People are, from their Infancy, taught 
to deſpiſe Trade and Induſtry : Where they are 
taught that a Gentleman ought to ftarve rather than 
be a Bourgeois, Merchant, or Mechanick, one cannot 
wonder at ſeeing a Spirit of Pride, Poverty, and Jdle- 


eſs, prevail among the People. Or in a Country 
Where no poor Man ean be fecure of pofeſſing,” and 


Me - $$: tran 


* * * 
CINE 

tranſmitting to his Poſterity, what he acquires by 
his Induſtry and Frugality, no Man can expect to 


ſee either Induſtry or Frugality prevail. But in a 
Country where Liberty and Property are ſecure, and 


where Merchants, Farmers, and Tradeſmen, meet 


with the Regard they deſerve, and I am ſure they 
deſerve the greateſt Regard, eſpecially if Care be 
taken to inſtill into them à Spirit of Courage as well 
as Induſtry, we may be aſſured that a Spirit of Trade 
and Induſtry will prevail, let the Country be never 
ſo rich in Mines of Gold and Silver; for thoſe 
Mines will always be appropriated to the Publick, 
or to the Rich, and the Produce of them will be as 
hard to be come at by the Poor, as if they were in 
another Country, If Gold and Silver Mines were as 
plenty in England as Coal Mines are, a Poor Man 
could no more came at the Gald or Silver he had 


| eccaſion for, than he can now come at the Coals he 
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has occaſion for. He could come at neither, unleſs 
he had ſomething to give in exchange; and that 
he could no other Way have but by Induſtry, and 
Frugality. Therefore our being in Poſſeſſion of the 
Mines of Peru, would be ſo far from diſcouraging 


Induſtry among our People, that it would en- 
courage it; becauſe the Produce of boſꝰ Mines would 


then be wholly laid out among our own Tradeſmen 
and Manufacturers, whereas a great Part of it is 
now laid out among the French and Duuch; fo that 
if our Exports to Spain ſhould decreaſe, as they cer- 


tainly would, our Exports to America would in- 


ereaſe in a much greater Proportion. 

Tho? I have ſhewn the Ridiculouſneſs of this Ar- 
gument, yet I am far from ſaying, that we ought 
now to attempt conquering and holding all the Spa- 
niſb Settlements in America. I know the Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs in Europe are far from being fa- 
yourable for fuch a Deſign at pre/ent. But there is 


a great 
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( 14 ) 
a great Difference between our taking all their Set- 
tlements from them, and taking ſuch only as are ne- 
_. ceſſary for ſecuring the Freedom of our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas. And I muſt 
upon this Occaſion obſerve, that if we had joined 
in the War in 1733, and had been ſucceſsful in 


that War, as we probably ſhould if it had been 


well conducted, there was no Power in Europe that 
would and could have limited our Views in this 
Reſpect. | | 


The ſame Gentlemen ſay farther, That ſuppoſ- | 


ing it were our Intereſt to take the Spaniſh Settle- 
ments in America from them, and ſuppoſing the 
other Powers of Europe ſhould give us leave to do 


fo, yet the Climate in America is ſo inconvenient. 


and unhealthy - for Men bred in Great Britain, that 
we could not keep an Army there ſufficient for 
conquering thoſe Settlements, and for keeping them 
in Subjection after we have conquered them. In 
Anſwer to which I ſhall indeed grant, x it 
would be dangerous to keep an Army, or even 
Seamen, penn'd up in Ships in any Part of the 
Meſt-Indies, or upon the Coaſts of any Part of A. 

merica. Our Expedition to the Baſtimento's in 


1727 muſt convince us of this; and the preſent 


Condition of our Fleet in the Mediterranean ſhews, 
how dangerous it is to keep Men, for many Months, 
lingering on board Ships without any Exerciſe, or 
any Undertaking that may ſerve to exhilarate their 
Spirits, and preſerve that Alacrity which is ſo ne- 
ceſſary for the Health of the Body. But it is al- 
lowed, that Cuba is a healthful and fertile Iſland. 
The Country about Mexico.is, I am told, one'of 
the pleaſanteſt in the World. Panama is a de- 
lightful Place; and the whole Carraca Coaſt from 
Carthagena to Surinam is a moderate Climate and 
2 fertile Soil; in all which Places Armies * 
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be ſafely kept, and eaſily maintained, if the Coun- 
try were inhabited by an induſtrious People. The 
Spaniſh Inhabitants, it is true, are fo lazy, that few 
of them either plaugh or ſow ; and therefore when 
they have not a free Intercourſe with their Neigh- 
bours, they ſoon come to be in great Want of Pro- 
viſions, But if we were in Poſſeſſion of any of thoſe 


Places, we could in a few Years make them ſup- 


port the Troops neceſſary for conquering the reſt ; 
and in the mean Time thoſe Troops could be eaſily 
ſupplied from Britain, or from our Northern Colo- 
mes. And as for preſerving our Conqueſts, I be- 
lieve we ſhould ſoon ſtand in need of no great Ar- 
my; for if we took Care to lay our Governors 
under proper Reſtrictions, the Inhabitants would 
find ſuch a Difference between the Eaſy Dominion 
of Britain and the heavy Yoke of Spain, that they 


would never deſire to bring themſelves again under 


the latter. | 

Thus, I think, I have anſwered the chief Ob- 
jections that have been made againſt our attempting 
to make ſuch Conqueſts as are neceſſary for ſecuring 
our Trade and Navigation in the American Seas. 
But then it has been ſaid, that though we may and 
ought to make ſuch Conqueſts, it was impoſſible 
for us to attempt it ſo ſoon as I ſay we ought to 
have done; becauſe of the great Number of Tranſ- 
ports that would have been neceſſary for SC 
ſuch a Number of Troops. This Objection, 
| know, carries the more Weight, becauſe of the 


great Number of Tranſports King William had, 


for bringing that Army. to Britain, by Means of 
which he ſo happily brought about the late glorious 
Revolution, But Gentlemen ſhould conſider, that 
he brought over a great Number of Horſe and 
Dragoons ; and ſurely no Man ſuppoſes that we 
ought to ſend Horſe or Dragoons to the Weſt- 9 
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We ought to ſend nothing but Infantry: We ought 
not ſo much as ſend any Hor/es for the Uſe of our 
Officers; and an Army of Foot would require no 
great Number of Ships for tranſporting them, even 
to the Weſt- Indies, The 12000 Men I propoſed 
to have been ſent, would have required but 24000 
Ton of Shipping. That is to ſay, 80 or 90 Ships of 
about 300 Tons each, would have been ſufficient 
for tranſporting the whole Number of Troops I 
propoſed ; and ſurely we may always, in two or 
three Months Time, find that Number in the ſeve- 
ral Ports of Great Britain, eſpecially when there 
is an Embargo laid upon our Trade, which was the 
Caſe laſt Summer. 

Theſe are the chief Arguments that have been 
made uſe of, for juſtifying what I have called 
Miſtakes in our paſt Conduct; but that which has 
given the Friends of our great and wiſe Minifter 
the greateſt Cauſe to triumph overwhat I have ſaid, 
is the late glorious Succeſs of Admiral Vernon at 
Porto Bello. In the Pamphlet I have publiſhed I 
make uſe of theſe Words. And as to our 
« Exploits at Land in America, I muſt confeſs, I 
expect to hear no better Account of them. —We 
have ſent, *tis true, an Admiral, with an ad- 
< ditional Number of Ships, to that Part of the 
World; but we have ſent no regular Troops, 
nor any Sort of Force proper for a vigorous and 
« ſucceſsful Deſcent. Therefore, barring a few 
< inſignificant Incurſions, I expect to hear of nothing 
but another Baſtimento's Expedition, &c,*———_— 
This theſe Gentlemen triumph over, as if the 
Event had ſhewn that I was quite miſtaken in my 
Expectations ; but, I believe, I ſhall find it no 
difficult Matter to put an End to theſe Triumphs by 

ſhewing,— That whatever Glory the Nation there- 
dy acquired, their Patron can claim no Share of 
: | It, 
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it; That the very Attempt, and much leſs the Suc- 
ceſs, was not to be expected, nor could well be 
hoped for, by any Man who judged from the Rea- 
ſon of Things ; That this Attempt, glorious and 
ſucceſsful as' it was, can from the Conſequences be 
reckoned nothing but an inſignificant Incurſion, and 
That this Succeſs might have been attended with 
moſt conſiderable Conſequences, had that brave 
Admiral been provided with but a few Landforces 
and Bombkeiches, and ſome Meaſures taken which 
were in our Power, and which were adviſed by 
ſome of our Merchants laſt Summer. 

As to the Share their Patron may claim in the 
Glory of this Expedition, it is now, I believe, 
pretty generally known, that he neither adviſed 
employing that Gentleman, nor did he adviſe giv- 
ing him any Orders to attack Porto Bello, Mr. 
Vernon had the Honour to be a Member of laſt 


Parliament, and while he was ſo, he acquired 


Itill a greater Honour by oppoſing /ome Schemes then 
attempted, and many Things that were approved of 
by the Majority, What was the Reaſon I ſhall not 
pretend to anſwer, but he was diſappointed in his 
Preferment, without any Reaſon aſſigned. Some 
younger Captains were made Admirals, whilſt he 
remained a Captain upon half Pay. When War, 
or at leaſt ſome Sort of warlike Meaſures: againſt 
Spain were reſolved on, an honourable Gentleman 
now at the Head of the Admiralty, who knew, 
that however unſit Mr. Vernon was for being an 


Admiral in Time of Peace, he was very fit for being 


an Admiral in Time of War, jnſiſted upon his being 
reſtored to his Rank in the Navy, becauſe he knew, 
be would not otherwiſe accept of any Employ- 
ment. This, I am well aſſured, was objected to 
by a certain Miniſter : However, the honourable 
Gentleman infiſted * what he had Pepe 
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and when that Miniſter was gone to his Country 
Seat Captain Vernon was at once and per Saltum 
promoted to the Rank of Vice Admiral. 

Now, with Regard to the Orders or Inſtruct ions 
given or ſent to Admiral Vernon, whatever private 
Orders he might have had for attacking and de- 
ſtroying the Forts at Porto Bello I cannot pretend 
to fay, but if he had any fuch, I muſt think it 
was a little odd, not to provide him with thoſe 
Things that were neceſſary for making the Succeſs 
of the Attempt at leaſt probable ; for it was cer- 
tainly very improbable without ſome Land Forces, 
and I ſhall preſently ſhew, that it was extremely 
dangerous to truſt to his being provided with ſuch 
from Jamaica. Therefore, I muſt in 2 ſup- 
poſe, that he had no ſuch Orders. I mult ſup- 
poſe that he had nothing but genera] Qrders for 
Repriſals ; and theſe he looked on as ſufficient for 
warranting an Attack upon Porio Bello, ſince he 
found the Governor of Jamaica willing to run the 
Riſe of furniſhing him with Laud Forces for that 
Purpoſe. He had a Mind to retrieve, if poſſible, 
the Honour of his Country; and therefore he re- 
folved to — his Orders in the moſs extenſive 
Senſe they could bear: In a Senſe which, perhaps, 
no Admiral in England but bimſelf would have put 
upon them : In a Senſe which the Spaniards did not 
imagine would be put upon them ; and in a Senſe 
which, I am convinced, ſome People did not intend 
Hould be put upon them. 5 | 


From hence, I think, it is plain, that theſe 
Gentlemen, without the moſt conſummate A ſſu- 


rance, can aſcribe to themſelves or their Patron no 
Share of the Glory the Nation has acquired by 
Admiral Vernow's Succeſs ; and from the Reaſon of 


Things no Man in the Kingdom, much leſs They, 


could expect he would have made ſuch an Attempt. 
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— in a War with Spain our Iſland of Fa- 
maica lyes more expoſed than any other Part of 
our Dominions. ——<— The large Spaniſh Iſland 
of Cuba lyes within a few Hours Sail of it. 
From Cuba to Jamaica an Army might paſs over 
in Boats and flat-bottom*d Veſſels in a Night's 
Time. There are twice the Number of Inha- 
bitants in Cuba that there are in Jamaica 
In Cuba the Spaniards had laſt Summer at leaſt 
3000, they call them 3000, Regular Troops; and 
they had three or four Men of War at the Havana, 
which is the chief Port of that Iſla nd 
In Jamaica we had laſt Summer but eight Indepen- 
dent Companies of 100 Men each, if complete; 
but I believe they were not then, nor are yet, neat 
complete; and I muſt think it a little ſtrange, that 
Orders were not given, as ſoon as we faw that a 
War was unavoidable, to ſend over a ſufficient 
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Number of Recruits for compleating theſe Com- 


panies at leaſt, was In theſe Circumſtances could 
any Man expect, that the Governor of Jamaica 
would ſend a Man off of the Hand to aſſiſt in any 
Expedition ? Yet that brave Man knowing the 
Courage of the Inhabitants and the Indolence and 
Cowardice of bis Enemies, and finding that, wich- 
out his Aſſiſtance, his Country would be reduced to 
the Misfortune of loſing an Opportunity to revenge 
itſelf on its Enemies, reſolved iorunthe Riſt of furniſh- 
ing the Admiral with the few Land Forces he deſired. 

Thank God ! The Spaniards from Cuba did not 
take the Op ity of invading Jamaica; but 
when I reflect on the dangerous Situation the Hand 
was in, after Admiral Vernon left it, and in which 
it continued during the whole Time of his Abſence, 
F muſt afcribe the Safety of that Iſland more to the 
Protettion of Providence than to the Wiſdom of our. 
Meaſures, „ o twenty Gun —_ 
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ment, they inſiſted upon it, that it was impoſſible 
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left to defend the 1land, which, conſidering that 

the Spaniards had three or four Line of Battle Ships 
well manned at the Havana, were not ſufficient to 
guard the Iſland againſt an open Invaſion, and much 
leſs were they ſufficient to guard it againſt an In- 
vaſion by Surpriſe ; and the Regular Forces left 
upon the Iſland did not then amount to near goo, 
to defend it againſt gooo of the like Forces that 
might have been ſent from the Havana; ſo that 
the few white Inhabitants that are in Jamaica had 
nothing but their own Courage and the Favour of 
Providence to depend on for protecting them a- 
gainſt an Enemy that might have invaded them 
with twice their Number. — Theſe Remarks 
J do not make with any Deſign to reflect either 
upon Admiral Vernon's Expedition, or upon the 
Governor of Jamaica's furniſhing him with Land 
Forces, No, the Reſolution was brave, it 
was wiſe, it was neceſſary, both in the one and the 


other; but what ſhall I ſay of thoſe who rendered 


it neceſſary for them to expoſe the 1ſaud of Ja- 
maica to ſuch Danger, when it might have been /@ 
eaſily prevented? ; xg 
This may ſhew that no Man in his Senſes could 
expect, that Admiral Vernon ſhould be furniſhed 


With any Land Forces from Jamaica; and his tak- 


ing ſuch Forces along with him is an evident Proof 
of their being neceſſary; for it will, I believe, be 
allowed, that he would not have deſired them, if 
he had not thought they were abſolutely neceſſary. 
But with the Land Forces he had, no Man here at 
home could reaſonably expect he ſhould make ſuch 
an Attempt.. I am ſure fome-of thoſe, who now en- 
deavour to ſhare with him in the Glory of the Ex- 
pedition, could not expect he ſhould have attempt- 
6d it ; becauſe, in a famous Debate in laſt Parlia- 


for 


# 


1 
„ . 


(ar) 


for Admiral Hoſier with the numerous Squadron un- 
der his Command, which in the Year 1727 lay fo 
many Months for a Sbew at the Baſtimento's, to 
the Deſtruction of 3 Admirals, 14 Captains, above 
40 Lieutenants, and between three and four thouſand 
Seamen 3; I ſay they inſiſted upon it, that it was im- 
Poſſible for Admiral Hoſier to make any Attempt 
upon Porto Bello or upon the Galleons that were 
then in that Port. It is true, Mr. Vernon then ſaid, 
that he could have taken Porto Bello with any ſix of 
the Men of War belonging to that Squadron; and 
he has now made good what he ſaid, for he had 
but /i Ships only, and of theſe there were properly 
but three engaged in the Action. Perhaps he may 
now, from thoſe Gentlemen, meet with as little 
Thanks for doing ſo, as he then did for ſaying ſo. 
Admiral Vernon certainly expected Succeſs when he 
went upon this Expedition; becauſe he knew how 
ill they were provided at Porto Bello for a Defenſe, 
he knew the Cowardice of the Enemy he had to 
deal with; and the Event has ſhewn he judged 
right, But no Man here at home could expect, 
the Spaniards would be ſo ill provided at a Place of 
ſuch Conſequence, or that they would have behaved 
in ſuch a monſtrous cowardly Manner; and there- 
fore, if I had ſaid without — 8 that I ex- 
pected to hear no good Account of our Exploits at 

33 in America, I might eaſily have juſtified 

myſelf. 1 | 
Our late glorious Succeſs at that Place, cannot 
for this Reaſon be brought as an Objection to any 
Thing I ſaid, and much leſs will it appear to be ſo, 
when it is conlidered, that I expreſsly excepted a 
. few inſignificant Incurſions; for this of Porto Bello 
can be called nothing but an Incurſion, and is far 
from being /o fienificant as ſome People imagine, 
I muſt do Juſtice to our brave Admiral in ſaying, 
that he made it as ſignificant as it was in his Power 
| | : to 
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todo: He did all that could be done for the 
Honour and Service of his Country ; he did more 
than any _— -u 1 _ 2 and more than 

e People deſired. Yet ſtill it is rly to be 
— but an Incurſion; and the ox. ac may, 
during the War, make the fame Uſe of the Forts 
they have ftill remaining at the Mouth of the River 
Chagra, they formerly made of the Forts they had 
at Porto Bello. They brought their Treaſure, it is 
true, upon Mules from Panama, all the Way over 
Land, to Porto Bello, which they thought more 
fafe than fending it by Water ; but by Means of 
this River, they have Water Carriage from the 
North Seas of America to within 8 Spaniſh Leagues 
of Panama; and as the Mouth of this River lyes 
bat a few Leagues to the North Weſt of Porto Bello, 
they therefore brought all their Goods from Panama 
down this River, and from the Mouth of it they 

the Goods im 4 ſort of Lighters by Sea to 

Porto Bello; and by the fame Method, they carried 
all the Exropean Goods bought at the Fair of Porto 
Bello to Panama. | 

From hence we may fee, that the Deftruftion 
of the Forts at Porto Bello will not diſtreſs the 
Spaniards ſo much as ſome imagine, nor will it 
open fuch a Trade as we are by ſome made to be- 
heve; becauſe Porto Bello itfelf is but a poor Place, 
and the Spaniards, by means of the Forts they have 
at the Mouth of the Chagra, may prevent any 
Goods being carried thither from, or from thence 
to Porto Bello, But whatever Trade may be open- 
ed by our deftroying the Forts at Porto Bello, it 
s an Advantage that both the French and the Duich 
will ſhare with us, eſpecially the latter, who have 
always great Magazmes of Goods proper. for a 
private Trade with the Spamards at their Ifland of 
Caraffoa , and accordingly, I hear, they went to 
Porto Bello, as ſoon. as they were informed we _— 
: - 8 al 
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laid the Port open, and brought away from thence 
above 80000 Pieces of Eight, which is more thin 
we may probably ever bring from thence, be- 
cauſe the Spaniards, as ſpon as they recover from 
the Fright we put them in, will certainly take as 
much care as they can, to prevent any Treaſure or 
valuable Effects being brought to that Place from 
any other Part of their Dominions. 

Theſe Conſiderations muſt ſhew, that our At- 
tack upon Porto Bello, brave, glorious, and ſuc- 
ceſsful as it was, may in ſome Meaſure be juſtly 
called but an inſignificant Jncurſian; but the little 
Reſiſtance we met with at that Place, muſt at the 
ſame time ſhew, what a Progreſs we might, by 
this time, have made in America, had ſuch a Num- 
ber of Land Forces been ſent out laſt September, 
as I have pro We might, by this time, 
have been in full Poſſeſſion of Mexico as well as 
the Ibmus of Darien ; and in that Caſe, Cuba and 
all the Spano Iſlands muſt have fallen of them- 


ſelves ; for without a Communication with Eyrope 


or Mexico, they could not have fubſiſted far any 
time. Nay, if but wo or three thouſand 
Land Forces with a couple of Bomb Veſſels, had 
been ſent to the Weſt-Indies ſoon after Admiral 


Vernon failed from England; and if, at the ſame 


time, two or three Men of War had been ſent to 
the South Seas, and ordered to make the beſt of 
their way to the Bay of Panama, in order to block 


that Port, which was an Advice given by 


ſome Gentlemen in the City, who have the Honour 
and Intereſt of their r more at Heart, than 
they have that of fiſhing far Poſts and Penſions 
either for themſelves or their Friends; I fay, had 
theſe Things been done, our Succeſs at Porta Bello 
would have been more probable than it was, and 
would have been attended with the moſt confiderable 
Conſequences, | 
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Admiral Vernon might then, and certainly would, 
inſtead of deſtroying the Forts at Porto Bello, 
have kept Poſſeſſion of them; and would have ſer 
People to work to fortify the Town by Land as 
faſt as poſſible. At the ſame time he might have 
| taken Poſſeſſion of the Forts at the Mouth of the 
River Chagra, which he could, not do without 
Bomb Veſſels; and then he might eaſily have 
marched over that narrow Iſthmus between Porto 
Bello and Panama, which is not above thirty 
Leagues over, and might have not only taken but 
kept Poſſeſſion of Panama, At this laſt Place, there 
was then ſeven Millions of Pieces of Eight in Gold 
and Silver, beſides a great Value of Goods which 
had been brought-from Peru for the Fair at Porto 
Bello; all which he would have got Poſſeſſion of 
by means of the Port's being block'd up by our 
Men of War ; which otherwiſe he could not, be- 
cauſe they had Ships lying in the Harbour of Pana- 
ma, ready to carry all their Treaſure and valua- 
ble Effects to Lima, in caſe we ſhould attempt to 
march over the /thmus from Porto Bello to Panama, 
as we had before done during our Wars with 
Spain, | 
By this means, we ſhould have got Poſſeſſion 
of at leaſt !wo Millions Sterling of Spaniſh Trea- 
ſure and Effects, which would have been of ſome 
Service in the Proſecution of the War, and might 
have eaſed our People of the heavy Taxes they 
muſt now pay for that neceſſary Purpoſe.” More. 
over, we ſhould, by this Means, have opened a 
Trade, not only with Porto Bello and Panama, 
but with the whole Weſtern Coaſt of America from 
the Northernmoſt Parts of Mexico to the Soutbern- 
moſt Parts of Peru and Chili, where the Spaniards 
have no Guarda Coſta's, nor any other effectual 
Means for preventing their People from —_ 
ry | W 
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with us 3 and this Advantage would have been the 
more conſiderable, becauſe, by keeping Poſſeſſion 
of Porto Bello, we ſhould have prevented any 
other Nation's interfering with us in this rich and 
| beneficial Trade. df 25 

But the greateſt and moſt conſiderable Conſe- 
quence this Succeſs would have been attended with 
was, that it would have put an effectual and al- 
moſt an entire Stop to Spain's receiving any Sup- 
plies of Treaſure from Peru; and as Money is 
the Sinews of War, we ſhould have put It out of 
the Power of the Spaniards to have continued the 
War, becauſe, without dhat Supply, it would have 
been impoſlible for them to ſupport but for a few 
Years, the Fleets and Armies they have now in 
their Pay. Whereas, by proſecuting the War in 
this manner, we on the other band ſhould have 
been enabled to augment conſiderably both our 
Fleets and Armies, without burthening our People 
with any new or additional Taxes. £ 
| Theſe would have been the Conſequences of 
Admiral Vernon's having been; in due time, furniſh- 
ed, as he might eaſily have been, with what was 
neceſſary for enabling him to go about that which 
the Event has ſhewn, he had Conrage to under- 
tate, and Conduct to execute in that manner which 
might moſt probably have been attended with Suc- 
ceſs. This convinces me, that when he ſailed 
for the Vet- Indies, we had nothing farther in 
View, than to make what Repriſals we could af 
Sea, without attempting any thing at Land; and 
his finding the Spaniards ſo ill provided for his 
Reception at Porto Bello may, I think, to every 
Man be a full Conviction, that this was, at that 
time, our only aim; for from a Fact which is now 
publick and certainly * it would ſeem, 1 
Fe 6 
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the Caurt of Spain was apprized of our Intention te 
make Repriſals upon them at ſea, long before it was 
known in bis Iſand; and if they were appriſed 
of our Intention to make Repriſals upon them at 
Sea, I can ſee no Reaſon why they might not, by 
the ſame Channel, whatever it was, have been ap- 
prized of our Intention to make an Attack upon 
Them Land, in caſe we had at that time had any 
uch, | : 
By Accounts from Jamaica, we have lately 
heard, that on the 2d of Auguſt laſt, the Zane, 
Andrew Stewart Maſter, bound from Jamaica to 
Curaſſoa, Vas taken in the Latitude of 14. 15 min. 
by a, Spaniſo Man of Mar of 52 Guns and 400 
Men, bound from Cadiz to St. Domingo or Hiſpa- 
niola, and commanded by Don Foſeph Antonio de 
Houra, who uſed his Priſeners, 3 cuſtom, 
in a , moſt. barbarous manner; and after having 
ſtript them of every thing, ſet them a-ſhore at Oc. 
coa, an uninhabited Part of Hiſpaniota, from whence, 
after ſultaining great Hardſhips, and furmounting 
many ,Pangers and Difficulties, they got at laft to 
Jamaica, where the Maſter and fome of the Crew 
made Afidavits of what had happened. | 

This, I muſt. confeſs, - ſurpriſed me not a little, 
when 1 firſt heard it, for as this Ship was taken 
at a great diſtance from any Spaniſh Coaſt, as ſhe 
was ſeized without the leaf Pretence of illicit Trade, 
and as ſhe was ſeized by s Spani/o Man of War 
and not a Guarda Coſta, and the Men put on ſhore 
even before the Ship was carried into any Port 
ta be condemned, I look d upon it as an Act of down+ 
right Hoſtility, therefore I concluded, the Spaniſh 
Captain was furniſhed- with Orders for commit- 
ting Haffilities upon us before be left Cadiz, which 
Orders the Court of Spain would not certainly have 
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given him, unleſs they had been appriſed of our In- 
tentions againſt them; and as bis Man of Wat 
failed from Cadiz about the Middle, or towards 
the End of June, I from thence preſumed, that 
the Court of Spain knew of our Intention to make 
Repriſals long before it was publick either in Eu- 
rope or America. For this Reaſon, if they were 
appriſed of our Intentions to make Repriſals at 
Sea, as it would ſeem they were, I muſt preſume 
they would have: been apprifed of our Intention to 
make an Attack upon them at Land, if we had 
really intended any ſuch: thing; and as it ſeems 
by their being ſo ill provided at Porto Bello, that 
they were not appriſed of our having ſuch a- De- 
ſign, I can hardly believe we had any ſuch when 
Admiral Vernon failed for the Weft- Indies. 
What the Event of this War may be, God on- 
ly knows, but I muſt own that my Profpe& of 
it grows every Day more diſmal, What Neceſ- 
fity is there for Admiral Haddock's cruifing with 
a ſtrong Squadron about the and of Minorca, 
A few Guard Ships, no greater Number than what 
I propoſed to have been ſtationed in the Medi- 
terranean, would have prevented any Attempt 
the Spaniards could have made upon that Iſland. 
hey have no Squadron of Men of Wat in 
that Sea. They can make no Attempt upon 
#hat Iſland, but by ſending thither at onre an Ar- 
my fufficient for conquering the Place; and without 
4 Squadron to protect their Tranſports, a few Crui- 
Ars might have been able to diſperſe their Fleet 
deſigned for that Purpoſe,” and to fink a great 
Number of their Tranſports.——— Their Mena- 
ces againſt: that and, I therefore look on as no- 
ching but a Feint for covering ſothe other De- 
ſign z and for this Reafon, I muſt think, that our 
650%; ' & BEOS Alarum 
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Alarum of an Invaſion upon Minorca is much of 


the ſame Nature with our Alarum of an Invaſion 
gt Home. We frighten ourſelves with what is 
not probable, whilſt at the ſame time we neglect, 
I am afraid; that which may probably happen ; 
and if the Spauiſb Fleet be ſailed both from Cadiz 
and Ferrol, with Land Forces on board, which we 
are told they are, I tremble for our Sugar Iſlands 
both to the Leeward and Windward z for unleſs 
our Squadron at Gibraltar failed immediately after 
them, and was ſufficient for encountering them at 


Sea, , moſt of our Sugar Hands, eſpecially our 


Leeward Iſlands, may be deſtroyed, before Admi- 
ral Vernon can come to their Aſſiſtance, conſider- 
ing that he muſt work up to them againſt both 
Winds and Currents. Nay, I do not know. but 


that brave Man himſelf may run a Riſk of bein 


deſtroyed, in caſe they ſhould come upon him a 

#nawares, and when his Squadron is in ſmall Di- 
— and thoſe Diviſions at a great Diffance 
from one another; and this I am the more afraid 
of, becauſe I hear, there are at leaſt three of his 
Ships rendered unfit for Service, for want of a ſuf- 


ficient Supply of Maſts and other Naval Stores, 


But this, 1 hope, is no Miffake in our Condut?.—. 
] hope, it is a Mifoke in our laſt Accounts from 
the Wef-Indies, | , 


It was certainly right to have a frong 8 adron 
about Gibraltar; but that Squadron ſhould — to 


the Deſtruction of the Health of the Seamen, have 
been kept in a ſort of Inaction. They ſhould have 
been continually. failing from Mace to Place, upon 
the Coaſts of Spain, and making Incurſions where- 
ever they could annoy the Enemy or get any Boo- 


ty. What fignified blocking up their Fleets 


a Theix Squadrons, "uy wa ** + 
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- fome Means or other, to ſet them all on fire in 
their Harbours ? If we found we could not 
do this, the beſt way was to let them ſail out if 
they durſt; becauſe by keeping a good look out, 
or by having good Intelligence, which, I hope, 
we have, conſidering the Sums. we pay for ſecret 
Service, our Squadron might have followed them, 
and might have had a Chance of doing that at Sea, 
which could not be done whilſt they remained in 
their Harbours. If our Squadron had been 


ſtationed chiefly at Gibraltar: If that had been made 


the principal Place of Rendezvous, our Squadron 
might have been every day employed in ſending 
out Ships to make Iucurſions upon the Spaniſb 
Coaſt: It would have been in a middle Way 
to ſuccour Port Mahon, or to purſue the Spaniſh 
Fleet or Squadron; and the Cruiſers I propoſed to 
have been ſtationed upon the Coaſt of Spain, would 
always have been able to have brought ſeaſonable 
Intelligente. : 


But ſuppoſe it may be faid, that, without Land 
Forces, we could make no Iucurſions upon the 


Coaſts of Spain, what could hinder us from raiſing 


and ſending five or /ix thouſand Land Forces to 


Minorca, or a greater Number if it had been 
thought neceſſary ? Has the Parliament re- 
fuſed any Expence for carrying on this juſt and ne- 
ceſſary War ?———Have the People ſhewn the 
leaſt Diſcontent . The Jand of Minorca is a 
healthful Place; — the Troops might there have 
remained with Pleaſure; and at the ſame time that 
they ſerved to ſecure the and, they would have 
| ſerved to furniſh own Admiral with what Troops 
he thought neceſſary for executing any Deſign.— 
In this caſe, inſtead of aur being afraid of Mi. 
norca, the Spaniards might have had juſt Reaſon 
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to be afraid of Majorca, eſpecially as we could, 
whenever we had a Mind, prevent any Reinforce- 
ment or Relief being ſent to their Troops poi 

in that Iſland :————The Iſland of Majorca is an 
Acquiſition we could not only make but keep, in 
ſpite of all thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is to oppoſe us, 
if we had taken care to ſecure that Alliance upon 
the Continent, which is the only proper one for this 
Nation, I mean that which we zegle#ed in the 
Year 1733, and therefore thoſe who were the Cauſe 
of that Neglef# can never, in my Opinion, ſuffici- 


_ ently atone for it. By a cloſe and well con- 


certed Alliance with Germany, Poland, and Mu/- 
covy, and ſome of the other Powers of Europe that 
might have been eaſily brought in to the Confede- 


racy, we might have ſet. up a new. Power in Eu- 


rope, that would have ſoared with Fraxce the Coaſts 


upon the Continent, which are oppoſite to this Tiand, 
and we might have diminiſhed the Power of Spain 
by increaſing that of Portugal as well as our own. 


But this was a Deſign that could not be expected 
from, or conceived by thoſe, who never thought of 
any thing beyond an annual Expedijent. Fr, 

I bope, it is not yet too late 70 do well; and if 
ſome Stories be true, which I have heard whiſper- 
ed, fince I fat down to write this Reply, I ſhall ex- 
pect to ſee a Change of Men, with that 4 
Change of Meaſures. 1 hope, we ſhall no 
longer continue to mix Peace with War, or negle&t 
attacking an. impotent Enemy, for fear they ftould 


attack us.-——— hope, I ſhall hear no more of 


the Danger we may expoſe ourſelves. to, by proſa- 
euting the War in that Method which alone is pro- 
per for compelling. Spain to ſubmit to reaſonable 
Terms, or by taking and holding ſuch Places in 


the Werii-Indies as are neceſſary tar hg — 
2 | 


Can}: 


dom of our Trade and Navigation in the American 
Seas. It is with great Joy, I expect to ſee wiſe 
Meaſures reſolved on and vigorouſly purſued ; for 
1t is always with the utmoſt Regret and Concern, 
that I find fault with any one Step in the Conduct 
of our Publick Affairs. I ſhall never do ſo, at 
leaſt in a publick manner, but when I think, that 
the Honour and Safety of my Country render it 
abſolutely neceſſary z and I ſhall always endeavour 
to do it in ſo decent a manner, that even thoſe who 
may think themſelves particularly blamed, ſhall have ' 
no juſt Cauſe to be offended with what I ſay. 


